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Overview 

  

 
   

 This document provides an 

overview of LIFE in Bulgaria. It 

showcases key data and some 

of the latest LIFE projects.  

You will also find contact 

details and other useful 

resources and a full list of 

current and recently-finished 

LIFE projects. 

Every year calls for project 

proposals are launched 

covering the LIFE 

programme’s priority areas. 

 

  

ABOUT LIFE 
The LIFE programme is the EU's funding instrument for the environment and climate action. It has been running since 1992 
and has co-financed more than 4 500 projects across the EU and in third countries, mobilising over €9 billion and contributing 
more than €4 billion to the protection of the environment and climate. The budget for the LIFE programme for 2014–2020 is 
set at €3.4 billion in current prices, with a sub-programme for environment and a sub-programme for climate action.  

Types of LIFE project: 
 Traditional (Environment and Resource Efficiency; Nature 

and Biodiversity; Environmental Governance and 
Information; Climate Change Mitigation; Climate Change 
Adaptation; Climate Governance and Information).  

 Integrated (Environment, Nature or Climate Action) 
 Preparatory 
 Capacity-building 

 

Other types of LIFE funding: 
 NGO operating grants 
 Natural Capital Financing Facility (NCFF) 
 Private Finance for Energy Efficiency (PF4EE) 

 
NCFF and PF4EE are joint initiatives with the European 
Investment Bank, which manages the two funds.  
For more information visit: http://ec.europa.eu/life  
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LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency 
 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and integrated 
approaches to environmental challenges, as well as improving the related knowledge base. 

To date, the LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency strand (formerly the LIFE Environment Policy and 
Governance component) has co-financed two projects in Bulgaria, representing a total investment of €6 million, 
of which €2 million has been provided by the EU.  

The first project started in January 2010 but did not achieve its objectives due to financial constraints. The project 
had aimed to demonstrate the effective separation, collection, treatment and recycling of waste from electrical 
and electronic equipment (WEEE) in Bulgaria. 

The second project aimed at setting up and operating – over a 42-month period - a pilot-scale industrial furnace 
for tableware glass, using only hot oxygen and natural gas, thereby avoiding the use of oil, as in standard industry 
furnaces. The project is being coordinated by Trakya Glass Bulgaria, a subsidiary of a Turkish conglomerate 
operating in the glass and chemicals sectors. The project's results are described in more details in the box below.  

Demonstration & validation of a heat recovery packaged solution 
for decreasing oxy-glass factories’ environmental impact (LIFE 
Eco-HeatOx) 
LIFE12 ENV/BG/000756 

 
The project introduced heat recovery systems for small- and medium-size furnaces using natural gas through an 
innovative HeatOx technology for tableware glass furnaces. Under the system, natural gas and oxygen 
consumption is reduced by preheating the reactants (natural gas and oxygen) up to 450°C with waste heat from 

furnaces. This system entailed installing a HeatOx burner that is dedicated to work with preheated reactants. The operation was then 
optimised, improving efficiency by 8% compared to air furnaces. The technology was shown to reduce emissions of CO2 by 23% and NOx 
by 90%. Moreover, given that it consumes less energy its financial viability is less subject to energy price fluctuations.  
 
The technology was validated on a pilot scale and can be easily replicated, given that the main parameters of the industrial process are 
used by many other industrial facilities. Specifically, the technology operates at temperatures higher than 700°C, along with the majority of 
active furnaces in Europe, and can therefore be transferred to any interested small- and medium-size furnaces regardless of the industrial 
sector. To facilitate this transfer, the project team took part in a wide range of international meetings to present the results of its pilot 
technology. The team also shared results by networking with potential customers and other projects co-funded by the European 
Commission, such as the Czech LIFE project HOxyGas and the Italian project LIFE PRIME GLASS.  
Given that glass production is a complicated process, a range of challenges needed to be overcome. Technological obstacles that were 
resolved included: 
• Troubleshooting of the heat recovery system, monitoring of the recuperator operation, and validation of the maintenance frequency and 
resolution strategy;  
• Minimisation of the foaming phenomenon; 
• Monitoring and improvement of the burners operation; and 
• Achieving the targeted air temperature. 
 

Project partner Air Liquid conducted the detailed analysis necessary for the validation of the pilot furnace and its environmental results. The 
validation of the technology is essential to encourage glass producers to invest in it and ensure its continuation. 
 
 
 
For further information: 
http://www.ecoheatox.com/ 

  

http://www.ecoheatox.com/
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LIFE Nature and Biodiversity 
 

 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and integrated approaches to contribute to the development 
and implementation of nature and biodiversity policy and legislation, as well as improving the related knowledge base. 

To date, the LIFE Nature and Biodiversity component has co-financed 23 projects in Bulgaria. These represent a total investment of €50 million, of which €34 
million was contributed by the EU. 

Ten projects have been completed. The “Safe Ground Redbreasts” project aimed at the conservation of the wintering population of the globally threatened red-
breasted goose in Bulgaria. The objective of “Black Sea Oak Habitats” was the conservation and restoration of Black Sea oak habitats. The “BGNATURAGENEFUND” 
project restored target priority-for-conservation habitats in a way that stimulated natural regeneration patterns. This was done by collecting genetic material 
from different regions, reforesting with a broad variety of forest species typically found in the target Natura 2000 sites (sites of community importance - SCIs), 
planting seedlings and sowing acorns. The “BSPB LIFE+ SAVE THE RAPTORS” project was able to significantly raise the breeding success of imperial eagles. The 
“BulPlantNet” project put in place 62 micro-reserves for the conservation of 47 highly endangered plant species. The “LIFE FOR THE BURGAS LAKES” project 
restored 25 ha of habitats by deepening the lakes in the Mandra-Poda and Atanasovsko Lake special protection areas (SPAs), and improving an additional 18 ha 
by reed management. The Riparian Habitats in BG project restored five forest habitat types by planting samplings from local species on an area of 80.6 ha in 
seven nature parks (Bulgarka, Vitosha, Vrachanski Balkan, Zlatni Pyasatsi, Persina, Lomovete and Sinite Kamani). The VULTURES' RETURN project re-established 
a breeding population of griffon vultures in the Balkan Mountains, with two confirmed small colonies in the western and eastern Balkan Mountains. The LIFE FOR 
KRESNA GORGE aimed at the conservation of birds of prey in the Kresna Gorge. The Lesser Kestrel Recovery project supported and strengthened the populations 
of the globally endangered lesser kestrel. The Return of the Neophron project stabilised the Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) population in Bulgaria and 
Greece. These projects were carried out by NGOs, a research institute (the Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research), and regional and national authorities. 
They had durations of between 51 and 66 months. Amongst these projects, five received Best LIFE Nature Project awards.  

 
 Fourteen projects are ongoing. Their objectives include: establishing a functional, efficient and sustainable infrastructure for water management and control of the 

coastal lagoon in the Atanasovsko Lake; enhancing conservation of the globally threatened imperial eagle in Bulgaria by reducing mortality caused by electricity 
power lines; conserving and restoring six small rheophilic fish species and a mollusc species listed in Annex II of the EU Habitats Directive in selected river sections 
within Natura 2000 sites in the Bulgarian Danube river basin; preserving key forest habitats of the lesser spotted eagle; improving the conservation status of the 
priority habitat 91E0* (alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior) through activities in two SCIs; aiming to facilitate the return of the Eurasian black 
vulture to Bulgaria; restoring and sustainable management of the imperial eagle’s foraging habitats in key Natura 2000 sites in Bulgaria; restoring and improving 
the conservation status of priority forest habitats within the Bulgarian Natura 2000 network; contributing to the conservation of the red-breasted goose within the 
EU, and also within its global migration flyway;  protecting the breeding, wintering and migrating populations of threatened bird species by reducing mortality caused 
by electrical infrastructure; improving and maintaining the conservation status of three of the rarest and most vulnerable natural forest and grassland habitat types 
in Bulgaria; strengthening the Balkan population of the Egyptian vulture and securing its flyway; demonstrating solutions for enhancing the conservation status of 
‘coastal lagoons’ in the Atanasovsko Lake Natura 2000 site in Bulgaria; and improving the conservation status of nine bat species listed in the Habitats Directive 
(Annexes II and IV), in eight key Natura 2000 network sites in Bulgaria. The projects have durations of between 49 and 84 months and are mainly being carried out 
by NGOs, but also by a large enterprise, an SME and national authorities. 

The project presented in the box below is an example of a successful LIFE Nature project in Bulgaria, which was selected as a Best LIFE Nature project in 2016-
2017. 

Return of the Neophron - Urgent measures to secure survival of the 
Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) in Bulgaria and Greece 
(Return of the Neophron) 
LIFE10 NAT/BG/000152 
 

Return of the Neophron stabilised the Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) population in Bulgaria and Greece. The project team 
established supplementary feeding sites, nest guarding operations and anti-poison dog units, and insulated electricity infrastructure. 
 
The project team analysed Egyptian vulture population trends, distribution and mortality factors in Bulgaria and Greece, and toxicological, 
parasitological and genetic analyses from a total of 56 fledglings. Satellite tagging was implemented for 22 juveniles and 5 adults, which 

improved knowledge on migration routes and bottlenecks, mortality hotspots and wintering areas. The satellite telemetry data showed for the first time the entire flyway and 
wintering grounds of the Balkan population.  
 
Over five years, the project provided additional safe food for about 50% of the breeding pairs in Bulgaria and Greece annually. The project team restored a supplementary 
feeding station (“vulture restaurant”) and set up two more in Greece, and produced guidelines for the establishment and management of supplementary feeding sites. The 
project’s nest-guarding programme, for 60% of the breeding pairs in Bulgaria and Greece, saved 7 juveniles and prevented 6 fatal disturbances. Fledgling success was 
increased by 6%. After 2013, nest guarding was continued with volunteers (average 25 each year). Over three years, the project operated two anti-poison dog units in Greece. 
These units found 48 poison baits and 39 dead poisoned animals, thus directly reducing the risk of poisoning for Egyptian vulture and other birds of prey. The project created a 
key stakeholders’ network against the use of poison (including farmers, livestock breeders and beekeepers). In 2016, there were two more Egyptian vulture pairs recorded, 
while the number of incubating pairs was the same, compared to 2014. 
 
The project mapped 9 496 pylons and assessed the risk of electrocution in a 5 km radius around active nests in Bulgaria and Greece (using an algorithm for prioritising pylons 
for insulation developed during the project). A total of 4 663 pylons were also mapped in African wintering sites, particularly in Afar, Ethiopia (where the highest concentration 
of wintering vultures occurs). A total of 464 critically-dangerous pylons were insulated in 17 Egyptian vulture territories (397 pylons in Bulgaria and 67 in Greece), with the 
support of electricity distribution companies, which significantly reduced the risk of electrocution. A powerline in Sudan that kills dozens of Egyptian vulture annually (hundreds 
or even thousands since the 1950s) was disconnected thanks to a collaboration between BSPB, BirdLife Jordan and BirdLife Sudan. 
 
In total, the project helped improve the conservation status of 96 000 ha of semi-natural grasslands within Natura 2000 network sites, to the benefit of Egyptian vulture and 
biodiversity generally. The project developed a National Species Action Plan for Greece, as well as a National Strategy Against Poison and a National Task Force. Importantly, 
the project mobilised the international conservation community for the elaboration of a Flyway Action Plan for Egyptian vulture. This complies with global treaties (e.g. CITES, 
Convention on Migratory Species). The project advanced the objectives of the Birds Directive, within which Egyptian vulture is a priority species for conservation, and the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy 2020. 
 

 

For further information: 
http://lifeneophron.eu/en/index.html 

http://lifeneophron.eu/en/index.html
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LIFE Environmental Governance and Information  
 

This priority area is aimed at raising awareness of environmental matters, supporting the communication, 
management and dissemination of environmental information, and promoting better environmental governance 
by broadening stakeholder involvement. 

This strand (formerly the LIFE+ Information and Communication component) has co-financed three projects in 
Bulgaria so far. This represents a total investment of €2.5 million, of which €1.5 million is provided by the EU.  

The completed SusHerb LIFE 2012 project aimed to promote the sustainable harvesting of wild herbs in Bulgaria. 
The investment totalled €0.3 million, of which the EU contributed 50%. The project beneficiary was the 
Information and Nature Conservation Foundation, a non-governmental, non-profit-making organisation that 
supports biodiversity conservation, the sustainable use of natural resources and awareness-raising on nature 
protection in Bulgaria. The results are described in the box below.  

The NaturAll LIFE project will, over a 30-month period starting August 2016, deliver a series of carefully planned 
communication and information actions designed to raise awareness in Bulgaria of the Natura 2000 network. 
The project is being coordinated by Prosveta - Sofia, the largest publisher of textbooks and instructional literature 
in Bulgaria. 

The LIFEforBgNATURA project, starting September 2018, will raise public awareness about the Natura 2000 
network by focusing on the conservation of flagship species, including wolves, bears, vultures, eagles and 
sturgeons in Bulgaria. The project is coordinated by the NGO Green Balkans. 

 

Promoting a Sustainable Herbal Harvest in Bulgaria (SusHerb LIFE 
2012) 
LIFE12 INF/BG/000105  
 

The SusHerb LIFE 2012 project successfully increased awareness among the key stakeholders on the need to move 
towards sustainable herb harvesting practises. It gained the support of a wide section of the Bulgarian population, 
through 197 programmes aired on the Bulgarian National Radio, a video film shown more than 11 times on 
national TV, the hosting of the Medicinal Aromatic Plants (MAP) Fair, and other activities. Thanks to the project, the 
general public has become more intolerant towards the destruction of MAP and their improper collection. This was 

demonstrated by an increase in the number of complaints (up by 300% in the last year of the project compared to the first year) addressed 
to the responsible institutions (including municipality experts and forestry units). The project also worked with 36 experts from 18 
municipalities in the Plovdiv District, 22 regional forestry and game experts, and 30 trainers of collectors to increase their knowledge and 
improve their MAP sustainable use skills. It is expected that this training will lead to improvements in the management and conservation 
status of the targeted species in the long term. In addition, training materials were developed to help improve the sector. 

As a result of SusHerb LIFE 2012, over 50 buyers and processing facilities managers in the project area, 72 in the neighbouring districts, 8 
400 farmers and 80% of MAP collectors in the project area agreed to commit to ensure that MAP resources and habitats were substantially 
improved. 

Thanks to a new and effective control system in the Plovdiv District, there was a 30% decrease in the number of detected cases of improperly 
collected plant material in the last collection season of the project compared to the first. A 20% increase was also seen in the interest in MAP 
cultivation in the Plovdiv District. 

The project ensured that, for the first time, the administration responsible for MAP and the businesses collecting and trading MAP came 
together. Valuable collaborations were established among MAP users. The project also provided opportunities for cooperation between 
companies, cultivation farms and owners of facilities for the collection and processing of MAP. Together, they worked on better production, 
management, use and marketing of MAP and related products. Similarly, the project facilitated the interaction between specialised NGOs and 
the institutions responsible for MAP conservation and sustainable management. It also helped improve communication between all institutions 
with responsibilities for MAP, so that they gained a much better understanding and appreciation of each other’s duties. 

The impact of the project was not limited to MAP. Indeed, MAP share habitats with many other plant and animal species, and a substantial 
number of birds and animals depend on them. They all, therefore, benefited directly and indirectly from the project and the better 
management of MAP. 

 
 
 
For further information: 
http://susherbsbg.eu 

 

  

http://susherbsbg.eu/
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Sub-programme for Climate Action (LIFE 2014-2020) 
 

LIFE Climate Change Mitigation and LIFE Climate Change Adaptation 

The Climate Change Mitigation priority area is helping to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, notably by 
contributing to the implementation and development of related policy and legislation, improving the knowledge 
base, developing integrated approaches, and developing and demonstrating innovative technologies, systems, 
methods and instruments. 

The Climate Change Adaptation priority area is supporting efforts to increase resilience to climate change, in 
particular by contributing to the implementation and development of related policy and legislation, improving 
the knowledge base, developing integrated approaches, and developing and demonstrating innovative 
technologies, systems, methods and instruments.  

 The Climate Change Mitigation priority area has co-financed two projects in Bulgaria. LIFE CleanOx aims, over 
a 30-month period starting July 2017, to demonstrate an innovative radiative heat exchanger-based HeatOx 
solution, validated at a tableware glass plant, which facilitates waste heat recovery in oxy-fuel furnaces. It is 
coordinated by Pasabahce Bulgaria. The project's detailed objectives can be found in the box below. Its results 
will be added in due course.  

 The LIFE Smart Oxy-Boost project’s objectives is, over a 42-month period starting July 2018, is to demonstrate 
partial oxy-fuel conversion of a side-fired regenerative (air-fuel) float glass furnace. 

 Both projects represent a total investment of €4 million, of which the EU contributes 60%.  

 

Cleanest oxy-fuel combustion technology with radiation based 
waste heat recovery for glass melting furnaces (LIFE CleanOx) 
LIFE16 CCM/BG/000059 
 
The technology proposed by this project uses radiation from a special ceramic installation directly 
heated by hot flue gas to preheat carbon dioxide and natural gas optionally with steam-methane 
reformed natural gas.  
 

The project aims to:  
 Reduce by 30% CO2 emissions and by 90% nitrous oxide emitted by tableware glass production (compared to air 

combustion using a regenerative heat exchanger); 
 Increase thermal efficiency in tableware glass plants (compared to air combustion using a regenerative heat 

exchanger: 30% less); 
 Reduce by 50-75% operating expenses; and 
 Shorten payback time thus improving its long-term impact as well as its transferability throughout the glass sector. 
 
This technology can be transferred to any industrial furnace irrespective of the type of application, provided it operates above 
700°C (which includes the majority of active furnaces in Europe). The process is thus applicable to other sectors such as 
cement, steel and porcelain. 
 
The project is expected to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to contribute to set up a low-carbon economy in the glass 
industry in line with the sectors (glass) and gases (CO2) covered by the EU Emissions Trading System. In particular, the following 
impacts on energy consumption and pollution: 
1. Energy savings: 30% natural gas savings compared to state-of-the-art air-combustion, and savings of 18% compared to 
cold oxy-combustion; 2.1 GWh per year savings in oxygen production, equivalent to 108 kt of oil. 
2. The pollutant emissions are expected to decrease:  
 CO2: specific emissions can be reduced by 30%  
 Nitrous oxide: emissions reduced by 90% by using pure oxygen instead of air as an oxidiser. 
 
 

For further information: 
https://www.lifecleanox.com 

 

 

https://www.lifecleanox.com/
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Find out more about LIFE and LIFE projects 
 

Surf on the LIFE website 

 

The LIFE website provides a wealth of information on the LIFE programme: 
http://ec.europa.eu/life/ 

Search the LIFE projects database  

 

For further information on LIFE projects in Bulgaria or LIFE projects in general, 
please consult the online LIFE projects database: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm 

 
This easy-to-use database is the authoritative source of information on all ongoing 
and completed LIFE projects. It also provides information on the beneficiaries, their 
contact details, and the projects’ websites. 

Search via social media 
 

  
twitter.com/LIFE_Pr
ogramme  

 

http://www.facebook. 
com/LIFE.programme  

www.flickr.com/ 
photos/life_ 
programme 

Contact   

The National Contact Point for Bulgaria 

 
Ministry of Environment and Water 
   

Name:  Ms. Tatyana Sultanova, Head of Dpt "International Programs and Projects") 

  Ms. Rosina Zhmuranova, Senior expert " International Programs and Projects " 

  Ms. Atanaska Koleva, NATURA 2000 Department 

  M. Hristo Stoev, State expert "Environmental Strategies and Programs" Dpt 
Address: 29 Maria Luisa Blvd / 22 Maria Luisa Blvd 
  BG - Sofia 1000 
Tel: +359 2 940 6537 / +359 2 940 6134 / +359 2 940 61 08 
 +359 2 940 63 45 

E-mail: tsultanova@moew.government.bg / r.jmouranova@moew.government.bg 
  akoleva@moew.government.bg / h.stoev@moew.government.bg 

 Website: http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=182&lang=en (Ministry) 
  http://www.life-bulgaria.bg/en/ (National Contact Point) 

 
 The Monitoring Team for Bulgaria 
 

 NEEMO EEIG – Prospect S.A. 

 c/o Georgia Valaoras 

    14 Asklepiou  
GR - 10680 Athens 

 +30 210 361 00 88 
 prospect@neemo.eu  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme
http://www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme
mailto:tsultanova@moew.government.bg
mailto:r.jmouranova@moew.government.bg
mailto:akoleva@moew.government.bg
mailto:h.stoev@moew.government.bg
http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=182&lang=en
http://www.life-bulgaria.bg/en/
mailto:prospect@neemo.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
https://twitter.com/LIFEprogramme/
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Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

 

Demonstration & validation of 
a heat recovery packaged 
solution for decreasing oxy-
glass factories’ environmental 
impact (LIFE Eco-HeatOx) 

LIFE12 
ENV/BG/000756 

http://www.ecoheatox.com/ 

 01/2010–> 06/2013 

 

Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Nature & Biodiversity projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

Conservation and restoration 
of Black Sea oak habitats 
(Black Sea Oak Habitats) 

LIFE09 
NAT/BG/000229 

http://lifeplus.dlsbalchik.eu 

 
02/2011 –> 01/2014 

Conservation of the wintering 
population of the globally 
threatened red-breasted goose 
(branta ruficollis) in Bulgaria 
(Safe Ground Redbreasts) 

LIFE09 
NAT/BG/000230 

http://bspb-redbreasts.org/ 

 01/2011 –> 01/2014 

Conservation of the Genetic 
Fund and Restoration of 
Priority Forest Habitats in 
Natura 2000 Sites 
(BGNATURAGENEFUND) 

LIFE10 
NAT/BG/000146 

http://forestgenefund.eu/ 

 
 09/2011 –> 06/2015 

Urgent measures to secure 
survival of the Egyptian 
vulture (Neophron 
percnopterus) in Bulgaria and 
Greece (Return of the 
Neophron) 

LIFE10 
NAT/BG/000152 

http://lifeneophron.eu/en/index.html 

 
 

10/2011 –> 12/2016 

Greater chance for Lesser 
Kestrel (Falco naumanni) in 
Bulgaria (Lesser Kestrel 
Recovery) 

LIFE11 
NAT/BG/000360 

http://greenbalkans.org/birdsofprey/
lesserkestrellife/en/ 

 
 09/2012 –> 09/2017 

Urgent Measures to Restore 
and Secure Long-term 
Preservation of the 
Atanasovsko Lake Coastal 
Lagoon (Salt of Life) 

LIFE11 
NAT/BG/000362 

http://www.saltoflife.biodiversity.bg 

 

 
 07/2012 –> 08/2018 

Conservation of birds of prey 
in Kresna Gorge, Bulgaria (LIFE 
FOR KRESNA GORGE) 

LIFE11 
NAT/BG/000363 

http://www.fwff.org/lifeforkresnago
rge/ 

 
 

06/2012 –> 11/2016 

Enhance conservation of the 
globally threatened Imperial 
Eagle in Bulgaria by reducing 
mortality caused by power 
lines (LIFE for safe grid) 

LIFE12 
NAT/BG/000572 

http://www.lifeforsafegrid.bg/ 

  
 09/2013 –> 08/2018 

Conservation and restoration 
of Natura 2000 rheophilic fish 
species and their migratory 
routes in key SCIs in Bulgaria 
(LIFE FREE FISH) 

LIFE12 
NAT/BG/001011 

http://www.wwf.bg/what_we_do/riv
ers/free_fish/life_free_fish/ 

 
 09/2013 –> 09/2017 

Preserve Key Forest Habitats 
of the Lesser Spotted Eagle 
(Aquila pomarina) in Bulgaria 
(LIFE for Eagle's Forest) 

LIFE12 
NAT/BG/001218 

http://www.eagleforests.org/ 

  07/2013 –> 07/2018 

http://lifeplus.dlsbalchik.eu/
http://bspb-redbreasts.org/
http://forestgenefund.eu/
http://lifeneophron.eu/en/index.html
http://greenbalkans.org/birdsofprey/lesserkestrellife/en/
http://greenbalkans.org/birdsofprey/lesserkestrellife/en/
http://www.saltoflife.biodiversity.bg/
http://www.fwff.org/lifeforkresnagorge/
http://www.fwff.org/lifeforkresnagorge/
http://www.lifeforsafegrid.bg/
http://www.wwf.bg/what_we_do/rivers/free_fish/life_free_fish/
http://www.wwf.bg/what_we_do/rivers/free_fish/life_free_fish/
http://www.eagleforests.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4764
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3818
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3819
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4038
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4045
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4282
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4322
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4331
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4761
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4765
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Restoration and conservation 
of riparian forests of habitat 
type *91Е0 in Natura 2000 
sites and model areas in 
Bulgaria (LIFE Riparian 
Forests) 

LIFE13 
NAT/BG/000801 

 

http://www.wwf.bg/what_we_do/for
ests/riparian_forests/ 

 

 

 
09/2014 –> 02/2019 

Bright Future for Black Vulture 
in Bulgaria (Vultures back to 
LIFE) 

LIFE14 
NAT/BG/000649 

http://www.greenbalkans.org/Vultur
esBack 

 

 

 07/2015 –> 07/2022 

Restoration and sustainable 
management of Imperial 
Eagle’s foraging habitats in 
key Natura 2000 sites in 
Bulgaria (LAND for LIFE) 

LIFE14 
NAT/BG/001119 

 

http://www.landforlife.org 

 
 09/2015 –> 08/2020 

Conservation of threatened 
birds through retrofitting of 
hazardous overhead 
powerlines in Natura 2000 
sites in W Bulgaria (LIFE BIRDS 
on POWER LINES) 

LIFE16 
NAT/BG/000612 

 

http://bspb.org/en/projects/preview/
269.html 

 

 
10/2017 –> 12/2022 

Restoration and improvement 
of the conservation status of 
priority forest habitats within 
Bulgarian Natura 2000 
network (LIFEFORHAB) 

LIFE16 
NAT/BG/000817 

 

https://www.lifeforhab.eu 

 

 

 09/2017 –> 09/2021 

Conservation of the Red-
breasted Goose along the 
Global Flyway (LIFE FOR SAFE 
FLIGHT) 

LIFE16 
NAT/BG/000847 

 

http://savebranta.org 

 
 09/2017 –> 10/2022 

Collaborative management for 
conservation of forest and 
grassland habitats negatively 
affected by IAS in Bulgaria 
(LIFE IAS Free Habitats) 

LIFE16 
NAT/BG/000856 

 

N/A 

 
 10/2017 –> 10/2022 

Urgent Action to Strengthen 
the Balkan Population of the 
Egyptian Vulture and Secure 
Its Flyway (Egyptian Vulture 
New LIFE) 

LIFE16 
NAT/BG/000874 

 

http://lifeneophron.eu/en/About-
the-project.html 

 

 

 
10/2017 –> 12/2022 

the Lagoon of LIFE (the 
Lagoon of LIFE) 

LIFE17 
NAT/BG/000558 

 

N/A 

 
 10/2018 –> 09/2024 

Bats and men - sharing LIFE 
under one roof (LIFE UNDER 
ONE ROOF) 

LIFE17 
NAT/BG/000602 

 

N/A 

 
 08/2018 –> 07/2023 

 

Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Environmental Governance and Information projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

Promoting a Sustainable 
Herbal Harvest in Bulgaria 
(SusHerb) (SusHerb LIFE 2012 

LIFE12 
INF/BG/000105 

http://susherbsbg.eu 

 
 

10/2013 –> 03/2016 

NaturAll LIFE: Build up 
acceptance of Natura2000 
among key audiences; bring up 
generation of knowledgeable 
supporters (NaturAll LIFE) 

LIFE15 
GIE/BG/000977 

http://www.prosveta.bg/naturall/ 

 
 08/2016 –> 01/2019 

http://www.wwf.bg/what_we_do/forests/riparian_forests/
http://www.wwf.bg/what_we_do/forests/riparian_forests/
http://www.greenbalkans.org/VulturesBack
http://www.greenbalkans.org/VulturesBack
http://www.landforlife.org/
http://bspb.org/en/projects/preview/269.html
http://bspb.org/en/projects/preview/269.html
https://www.lifeforhab.eu/
http://savebranta.org/
http://lifeneophron.eu/en/About-the-project.html
http://lifeneophron.eu/en/About-the-project.html
http://susherbsbg.eu/
http://www.prosveta.bg/naturall/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4765
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5311
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5312
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6285
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6286
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6328
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6284
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6380
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4763
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5819
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NATURA 2000 IN BULGARIA – 
NEW HORIZONS National 
awareness raising campaign 
on NATURA 2000 using 
flagship species 
(LIFEforBgNATURA) 

LIFE17 
GIE/BG/000371 

N/A 

 
 

09/2018 –> 08/2023 

Ongoing LIFE Climate Change Mitigation and LIFE Climate Adaptation projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

Cleanest oxy-fuel combustion 
technology with radiation 
based waste heat recovery for 
glass melting furnaces (LIFE 
CleanOx) 

LIFE16 
CCM/BG/000059 

https://www.lifecleanox.com 

 

 
 07/2017 –> 06/2021 

Smart oxygen boosting for 
reducing energy consumption 
and emissions of glass melting 
furnaces (LIFE Smart Oxy-
Boost) 

LIFE17 
CCM/IT/000069 

 

N/A 

 
 07/2018 –> 12/2021 

 

Other ongoing projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

CAPacity Building Technical 
Assistance to the BulGarian 
Ministry of Environment and 
Water for implementing the 
LIFE programme (LIFE CAPTA 
BG) 

LIFE14 
CAP/BG/000013 

http://www.life-bulgaria.bg/en/ 

 

 
 

01/2016 –> 09/2019 

Mediterranean Network for 
Reporting Emissions and 
Removals in Cropland and 
Grassland (LIFE MEDINET) 

LIFE15 
PRE/IT/000001 

http://www.lifemedinet.com 

 

 
 04/2016 –> 01/2018 

 

 

https://www.lifecleanox.com/
http://www.life-bulgaria.bg/en/
http://www.lifemedinet.com/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6227
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5252
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5510
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5618

