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Overview  

 

 
Since the launch of the LIFE programme by the European 

Commission in 1992, a total of 17 projects have been financed 

in Lithuania. Of these, one focuses on environmental innovation 

and 14 on nature conservation, while one was implemented 

under the former LIFE Third Countries strand. Under the new LIFE 

programme (see below), one capacity-building project has been 

co-funded by the EU in Lithuania. 

Altogether, these LIFE projects represent an investment of €26 

million, of which €16 million has been contributed by the EU. 

 

Since 2014, the traditional LIFE projects have been accompanied 

by a new sub-programme for Climate Action (focusing on 

Climate Change Mitigation, Climate Change Adaptation, and 

Climate Governance and Information). The LIFE programme has 

also been expanded to include several new types of projects - 

integrated, technical assistance, capacity-building and 

preparatory projects, and operating grants - as well as two new 

financial instruments, the Natural Capital Financing Facility 

(NCFF) and the Private Finance for Energy Efficiency (PF4EE) 

tool. For details, please visit the LIFE website (ec.europa.eu/life).  

 

Every year a call for project proposals is launched covering the LIFE 

programme’s priority areas. 

  

   

 This document provides an 

overview of LIFE in Lithuania.  

 

It showcases success stories 

and ongoing initiatives, 

indicates how to find further 

information on the projects 

and provides a list of recently 

closed/open projects in Annex. 
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LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency 
 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and integrated 
approaches to environmental challenges, as well as improving the related knowledge base. 

The LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency strand (formerly the LIFE Environment Policy and Governance component) 
has co-financed one project in Lithuania, representing a total investment of €2.8 million, of which €1.4 million has been 
provided by the EU.  

This project started in June 2014. It aims to contribute to the improvement of land-use and nature conservation policies 
and to the legal framework for the long-term maintenance of grasslands' biodiversity and the ecosystem services they 
provide. The project will achieve this by encouraging an ecosystem-based approach to planning and by promoting 
economically viable grassland management. It will demonstrate opportunities for the multifunctional use of grasslands as 
a basis for strengthening the sustainability of rural areas and stimulating local economies. The project is being carried out 
by an NGO (Baltic Environmental Forum) and will run for a period of 54 months.  

 The project’s detailed objectives are described in the box below. The results will be included in due course. 

Integrated planning tool to ensure viability of grasslands (LIFE 
Viva Grass)  
LIFE13 ENV/LT/000189 
 
The specific objectives of the project include: to conduct a policy assessment and evaluation of 
experiences in maintaining grassland ecosystems; to develop recommendations for rural development 
policies and legal systems; to identify integrated, ecosystem-based solutions for strategic planning 
processes and the implementation of sustainable grassland management; to establish an active 
stakeholder network for the implementation of demonstration actions; to develop an integrated 

planning tool for sustainable grassland management, which allows for the compiling of spatial data layers on grassland 
ecosystems, demonstrates its causal relationship with socio-economic data, and generates sustainable grassland 
management scenarios; to demonstrate ecosystem-based solutions for the planning and management of viable grasslands in 
nine case study areas at regional, municipal, farm and protected area level; to monitor environmental and socio-economic 
impacts of the demonstration activities; and to draw up capacity-building programmes and run training courses on the 
application of the integrated planning tool for relevant stakeholders. 
 
The project expects: to identify common policy shortcomings and develop recommendations for national and EU policies and 
legislation on strengthening synergies and eliminating shortcomings to ensure the long-term maintenance of grassland 
biodiversity; to integrate a planning tool for sustainable grassland management developed and tested in nine case study 
areas; to map grassland ecosystem services and conduct assessments in nine study areas; to develop proposals for 
economically viable grassland management models for the study areas; to develop sustainable multifunctional grassland 
management business plans for two farms; to draw up a landscape protection and development plan for one case study area 
and have it adopted by the local government; to restore around 140 ha of grasslands to create the preconditions for 
sustainable grassland management; to create a water body that provides access for 300 cattle, an essential precondition for 
developing cattle breeding, in one case study area; to develop recommendations for sustainable grassland management and 
for strategic planning documents for one county and four municipalities; to develop recommendations for integrating socio-
economic issues into one nature management plan; and finally, to set up a capacity-building programme on applying the 
developed integrated planning tool, leading to the training of 400 people. 

 

For further information: 
http://vivagrass.eu/ 

  

http://vivagrass.eu/
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LIFE Nature and Biodiversity 
 

 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and integrated 
approaches to contribute to the development and implementation of nature and biodiversity policy and legislation, as well 
as improving the related knowledge base. 

The LIFE Nature and Biodiversity component has co-financed 14 projects in Lithuania so far. These represent a total 
investment of €21 million, of which €13 million was contributed by the EU. 

Six of these projects are now closed. One succeeded in restoring favourable conditions to secure the survival of a number 
of threatened Lithuanian coastal habitats and species. Another project ensured the favourable conservation status of the 
European pond turtle (Emys orbicularis) in the North European lowlands. The third aimed to conserve the white stork. The 
fourth planned to restore the natural hydrological and ecological functions of the Amalvas and Žuvintas wetlands, in order 
to achieve a favourable conservation status for the bog, swamp, wood and lake habitats of these proposed Sites of 
Community Importance (more detailed information on the project's results can be found in the box below). The fifth 
project aimed to create an ecological network in southern Lithuania. The last project protected the nesting sites of at least 
10% of Lithuania's lesser spotted eagle population (more than 200 pairs) from direct destruction and the indirect effects 
of timber harvesting. Apart from one project implemented by Klaipeda University, the beneficiaries were NGOs. The 
projects had durations of between 36 and 60 months. 

There are eight ongoing projects in Lithuania. Their objectives include: to achieve favourable conservation status for the 
aquatic warbler; to compile inventories of marine species and habitats in the waters off the Lithuanian Exclusive Economic 
Zone and to designate Natura 2000 areas selected during site evaluation; to restore degraded habitats of community 
interest in the protected areas of Lithuania; to restore and maintain the favourable conservation status of the "7110 
Active Raised bog" habitat within the Aukštumalės Telmological Reserve; to ensure the favourable conservation status of 
the bittern and other breeding bird species (including the spotted crake and the migratory common crane) in the Tyruliai 
bog area; and to restore proper hydrological conditions in the Amalva and Kamanos bogs. The most recently funded 
project aims to restore degraded habitats of the aquatic warbler in Lithuania, as well as in parts of Belarus. One 
biodiversity project, which started in June 2014, aims to improve the conservation status of migratory, wintering and 
some breeding bird species in Lithuania, through a reduction in the negative impact of high voltage overhead electricity 
transmission lines. These various projects are being implemented by NGOs, a university (Klaipeda), a regional park 
(Salantų) and an intergovernmental body (Baltic Environmental Forum). They have foreseen durations of between 48 and 
79 months. 

The project presented in the box below is an example of a successful LIFE Nature project in Lithuania. 

Restoring Hydrology in Amalvas and Žuvintas Wetlands (WETLIFE) 
LIFE07 NAT/LT/000530 
 

A particularly important challenge for the WETLIFE project was to find an optimum balance between 
farming practices and wetland conservation.  
The main interventions to achieve the restoration of the wetland habitats were: land purchase and 
land-use compensation; the reconstruction of the Amalvas polder; the blocking of drainage channels in 
Amalvas and Žuvintas wetlands; the restoration of the natural wetland water levels in Amalvas and 
Žuvintas; and support for grazing activities. 

 
The project succeeded in reversing degradation processes in 1 158 ha of targeted wetland in the Žuvintas biosphere reserve. 
The improved conditions for peat formation are expected to conserve priority habitats of active raised bog and bog woodland, 
as well as significantly improving CO2 retention and decreasing nitrate and peat particle contamination of the lakes. Plants, 
animals, birds and fish should also benefit. The project is an example of successful wetland restoration that can be easily 
replicated. 
 

The project purchased 16 land plots and obtained permits to block drains in the target area to enable intervention work to 
be carried out. Other preparations included technical drawings for reconstruction work and a map of the water levels which, 
surprisingly, revealed the non-existence of some drainage channels identified by official maps and management plans. 

 

For further information: 
 http://www.wetlife.gpf.lt/ 

 

http://www.wetlife.gpf.lt/
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Find out more about LIFE and LIFE projects 
 

Surf on the LIFE website 

 

The LIFE website provides a wealth of information on the LIFE programme: 
http://ec.europa.eu/life/ 

Search the LIFE projects database  

 

For further information on LIFE projects in Lithuania or LIFE projects in general, 
please consult the online LIFE projects database: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm 

 
This easy-to-use database is the authoritative source of information on all ongoing 
and completed LIFE projects. It also provides information on the beneficiaries, their 
contact details, and the projects’ websites. 

Search via social media: 
 

  

twitter.com/LIFE_Programme / www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme / 

www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme 

Contact   

The National Contact Point for Lithuania 

 

 Ministry of Environment - European Union Funds Management Division, European 
Union Support Management Department 

   
Name:  Ms. Sigita ALČAUSKIENĖ - Chief Desk Officer 
  Ms. Lina ČEIČYTĖ (LIFE Climate Action) 
Address: A. Jaksto St 4/9 
  LT - LT - 01105 Vilnius 
Tel: +370 706 63532 
 +370 706 61855 
E-mail: s.alcauskiene@am.lt 
  l.ceicyte@am.lt 
Website: http://www.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/932 
 
 

 
 
 The Monitoring Team for Lithuania 
 

NEEMO GEIE – ELLE sia 
 skolas Iela 10-8 
 LV - 1010 RIGA 
 Tel: +371 6 7242411 

  E-mail: elle@neemo.eu 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://twitter.com/LIFE_Programme
http://www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme
mailto:s.alcauskiene@am.lt
mailto:l.ceicyte@am.lt
http://www.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/932
mailto:elle@neemo.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
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Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

 

Integrated planning tool to 
ensure viability of grasslands 
(LIFE Viva Grass) 

LIFE13 
ENV/LT/000189 

http://vivagrass.eu 

 
 

06/2014–> 11/2018 

 

Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Nature & Biodiversity projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

Securing Sustainable Farming 
to Ensure Conservation of 
Globally Threated Bird Species 
in Agrarian Landscape (Baltic 
Aquatic Warbler) 

LIFE09 
NAT/LT/000233 

http://www.meldine.lt/en 

 
 09/2010 –> 08/2015 

Inventory of marine species 
and habitats for development 
of NATURA 2000 network in 
the offshore waters of 
Lithuania (DENOFLIT) 

LIFE09 
NAT/LT/000234 

http://corpi.ku.lt/denoflit/ 

 
 

10/2010 –> 03/2015 

Conservation of the Lesser 
Spotted Eagle* (Aquila 
pomarina) in Lithuanian 
Forests (Eagles in the forest) 

LIFE09 
NAT/LT/000235 

http://www.eagles.lt 

 11/2010 –> 04/2015 

Development of Pilot 
Ecological Network through 
Nature Frame Areas in 
Southern Lithuania (ECONAF) 

LIFE09 
NAT/LT/000581 

http://www.glis.lt/ekotinklas/index.p
hp/lt/ 

 09/2010 –> 09/2014 

Restoration of degrading 
habitats of Community 
interest in the protected areas 
of Lithuania (Buveinių 
tvarkymas) 

LIFE10 
NAT/LT/000117 

http://lifeplius.salanturp.lt 

 
 01/2012 –> 12/2016 

Restoration of raised bog of 
Aukštumala in Nemunas Delta 
Regional Park 
(LIFEAukstumala) 

LIFE12 
NAT/LT/000965 

 

http://www.aukstumala.lt 

 
 07/2013 –> 06/2017 

Demonstrative restoration of 
the Tyruliai bog as a part of 
the initiative of the re-wetting 
of Lithuanian peatlands 
(Tyruliai – Life) 

LIFE12 
NAT/LT/001186 

 

http://www.tyruliai-life.lt/ 

 
 07/2013 –> 06/2017 

Restoration of proper 
hydrological conditions in 
Amalva and Kamanos bogs 
(WETLIFE 2) 

LIFE13 
NAT/LT/000084 

 

http://wetlife2.gpf.lt/ 

 
 07/2014 –> 10/2018 

Installation of the bird 
protection measures on the 
high voltage electricity 
transmission grid in Lithuania 
(LIFE Birds on Electrogrid) 

LIFE13 
BIO/LT/001303 

 

http://www.birds-electrogrid.lt 

 
 06/2014 –> 07/2018 

Stepping stones towards 
ensuring long-term favourable 
conservation status of Aquatic 
warbler in Lithuania 
(LIFEMagniDucatusAcrola) 

LIFE15 
NAT/LT/001024 

 

N/A 
 07/2016 –> 01/2023 

 

 

http://vivagrass.eu/
http://www.meldine.lt/en
http://corpi.ku.lt/denoflit/
http://www.eagles.lt/
http://www.glis.lt/ekotinklas/index.php/lt/
http://www.glis.lt/ekotinklas/index.php/lt/
http://lifeplius.salanturp.lt/
http://www.aukstumala.lt/
http://www.tyruliai-life.lt/
http://wetlife2.gpf.lt/
http://www.birds-electrogrid.lt/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4900
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3786
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3787
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3788
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3789
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4060
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4574
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4573
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5097
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5055
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5853

