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Overview  

 
Since the launch of the LIFE programme by the European 

Commission in 1992, a total of 22 projects have been co-financed 

in Luxembourg. Of these, 14 focus on environmental innovation and 

eight on nature conservation. These LIFE projects represent an 

investment of €83 million, of which €31 million has been 

contributed by the EU. 

 

Since 2014, the traditional LIFE projects have been accompanied by 

a new sub-programme for Climate Action (focusing on Climate 

Change Mitigation, Climate Change Adaptation, and Climate 

Governance and Information). The LIFE programme has also been 

expanded to include several new types of projects - integrated, 

technical assistance, capacity-building and preparatory projects, and 

operating grants - as well as two new financial instruments, the 

Natural Capital Financing Facility (NCFF) and the Private Finance for 

Energy Efficiency (PF4EE) tool. No projects have been co-funded in 

Luxembourg under the new LIFE programme. 

 

For details, please visit the LIFE website (ec.europa.eu/life).  

 

Every year a call for project proposals is launched covering the LIFE 

programme’s priority areas. 

 

 

 

  

   

 This document provides an 

overview of LIFE in 

Luxembourg.  

 

It showcases success stories 

and ongoing initiatives, 

indicates how to find further 

information on the projects 

and provides a list of recently 

closed/open projects in Annex. 
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LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency 
 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and 
integrated approaches to environmental challenges, as well as improving the related knowledge base. 

The LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency strand (formerly the LIFE Environment Policy and Governance 
component) has co-financed 14 projects in Luxembourg thus far, representing a total investment of €65 
million, of which €22.5 million has been provided by the EU.  

Completed projects focused mainly on: construction and demolition waste; eco-friendly products; reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and air pollutants; sustainable construction; industrial waste; energy efficiency/savings in the 
automotive and building sectors; and river basin management. Most of the projects were implemented by international 
enterprises (Dometic, Kronospan, Goodyear and Dupont de Nemours). Other beneficiaries included an SME (OSL Oeko 
Service Luxembourg), a research centre (Centre de Recherche Public Henri Tudor) and a professional organisation 
(Chambre des Métiers du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg). The projects had average durations of 36 to 42 months. 

There are two ongoing projects in Luxembourg. The first aims to develop a fully self-sufficient OSB (oriented strand 
board) and MDF (medium density fiberboard) production plant with no environmental impact. The second aims to develop 
and demonstrate a new injection technology that will allow direct injection of compressed natural gas into car engines, 
thereby helping to reduce harmful emissions. These projects have durations of 48 and 53 months and are being 
implemented by two international enterprises (Kronospan Luxembourg and Delphi Automotive Systems Luxembourg). 

Presented in the box below is an example of a successful LIFE Environment project in Luxembourg. This was one of the 23 
projects awarded the title of Best LIFE Environment project 2009-2010. 

Development and validation of ultra low rolling resistance tyre 
with environmentally friendly resources (Bio Tyre) 
LIFE06 ENV/L/000118 
 

The project successfully developed a new ‘bio-tyre’ with a BioTRED filler, which helped to optimise the 
tyre structure. Consequently, the project was able to gain a higher-than-targeted, 34% reduction in 
rolling resistance, without any loss in safety, vehicle handling performance or longevity. A major 
challenge for the project was to achieve an acceptable dry braking distance, while reducing the rolling 
resistance. This was resolved by altering the treads in the tyres.  

The main environmental benefit of BioTyres will come once they are fitted to cars and in use. The beneficiary estimated that a 
30% decrease in rolling resistance corresponds to a 5-6% decrease in fuel consumption. Considering a typical average run 
distance in Europe of 40 000 km/yr by 1 million BioTyres, this would mean a saving of about 80 000 tonnes/yr of CO2. 
Moreover, the production process of a second generation biofiller (developed by the LIFE project) has an even more positive 
CO2 balance compared with the first generation: the biofiller is made from corn starch, which absorbs more CO2 during its 
growth cycle than is emitted during the transformation process into a biofiller. Italian partner Novamont, a specialist in the 
production of bioplastics from renewable raw materials of agricultural origin, was responsible for the development of the new 
industrial biofiller. Made from nano-particles of corn starch, it is designed to partially replace the non-renewable fillers such as 
carbon black and silica. As well as producing and testing experimental grades of biofiller (more than 80 new materials in total), 
Novamont was responsible for validating the second generation BioTRED filler, in order to provide the project beneficiary with 
sufficient materials to produce the first tyres for testing. The aim with these new grades was to significantly improve the tyres’ 
rolling resistance while maximising the renewable raw material content in the biofiller, thereby improving interface properties, 
reducing weight and minimising costs. 

An additional benefit is that BioTyres incorporate the beneficiary's ‘run on flat’ technology, which means vehicles only require 
four tyres (i.e. no spare) – another resource saving and weight reduction measure that should help to keep costs down for 
motorists, as well as improving safety (by maintaining car control after sudden air loss).  
Importantly, since the project finished, Goodyear has moved from pilot phase into full production. Project partner BMW 
foresees using BioTyres in new car models  and there has also been considerable interest from other vehicle manufacturers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 For further information: 
http://www.goodyear.eu/home_en/news/82636-toward-a-greener-future-goodyear-r-d-innovations/?group=truck& 

http://www.goodyear.eu/home_en/news/82636-toward-a-greener-future-goodyear-r-d-innovations/?group=truck&
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LIFE Nature and Biodiversity 
 

 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and 
integrated approaches to contribute to the development and implementation of nature and biodiversity policy 
and legislation, as well as improving the related knowledge base. 

To date, the LIFE Nature and Biodiversity component has co-financed eight projects in Luxembourg. These 
represent a total investment of €18 million, of which €8.5 million has been contributed by the EU. 

Completed projects focused on the improvement of habitats (e.g. Alzette upper valley) and the 
conservation/restoration of specific species (the Ardenne pearl mussel populations and endangered amphibian 
species). One focused on assisting local authorities in the implementation of Natura 2000 in Luxembourg. The 
projects were carried out by an NGO (Fondation "Hëllef fir d'Natur") and a public enterprise (Syndicat 
Intercommunal de l'Ouest pour la Conservation de la Nature). Their durations ranged from between 36 and 88 
months. 

There are four ongoing projects in Luxemburg. One aims to improve the habitat quality of two surviving 
populations of the thick shelled river mussel in the rivers Our and Sûre in Luxembourg. The second project’s 
overall objective is to restore the mosaic of wetland habitats in Eisleck, in order to improve the conservation 
status of three target species: the violet copper butterfly, and the bird species, the whinchat and red-backed 
shrike. Of the two more recently selected projects, one focuses on protecting endangered grassland habitats, 
as well as a number of animal species that depend on these habitats, in 15 Natura 2000 sites in the western 
part of the ‘Gutland’ of Luxembourg. The other aims to secure and restore all calcareous grasslands that are 
known to exist in southeast Luxembourg. The projects’ average durations are between 60 and 72 months. One 
project is being coordinated by the Syndicat Intercommunal de l’Ouest pour la Conservation de la Nature and 
three by the Fondation "Hëllef fir d'Natur", which has already carried out two other LIFE projects in 
Luxembourg. 

The project presented in the box below is an example of a successful LIFE Nature project in Luxembourg. 

Restoration of pearl mussel populations in the Ardennes 
(Ardmouperl) 
LIFE05 NAT/L/000116 
 

The project set up and managed a breeding station for the highly threatened pearl mussel. Moreover, regular 
reintroductions of young pearl mussels have been carried out into a semi-natural environment (replicating some of 
the conditions in the river Our/its tributaries). Eventually, it is hoped that the rearing techniques being tested should 
start to help boost the existing wild population. On the downside, however, despite carrying out numerous practical 
measures targeting habitat improvements, the project did not achieve the very good water quality status required 
by the pearl mussel.  

The results were very promising for mussels up to 1.5 mm in size i.e. 60% survival, but then fell off sharply with only 0.1% survival for those 
up to 15 mm in size: four pearl mussels survived aged four years; 86 individuals were aged two years; and 372 individuals were aged one  
year. The production of 7 200 young mussels bred via the new techniques in the final year of the project were expected to see an improved 
survival rate in the future.  

 

Practical habitat improvement measures were carried out, with some actions exceeding expectations: a 5-metre strip of land, more than 
forecast, along a 8.99 ha stretch of the Our and its tributaries was bought for restoration and management actions; clearance and removal of 
exotic conifers was carried out along the river banks on 8.31 ha, and planting of indigenous trees was carried out on 4.2 ha; more than 2.5 km 
of fencing was erected to stop cattle entering the river and contributing to water pollution; gravel banks were restored, with silt or clay 
removed (over 2 500 cubic meters/per annum); and 12 obstacles blocking the migration of trout were removed from the river/streams in the 
project area. 

Project monitoring indicated that the water quality within the target area, although ‘good’, was not good enough for the demands of the pearl 
mussel and therefore still needed to be addressed in order to ensure the long-term survival of the population. The main problem was high 
levels of nitrates from farming activities – a sensitive issue that nevertheless the project was able, via its various awareness-raising activities, 
to draw attention to, notably among local administrators and Luxembourg politicians. 

 

 For further information: 
 http://www.margaritifera.eu 

  

http://www.margaritifera.eu/
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Find out more about LIFE and LIFE projects 
 

Surf on the LIFE website 

 

The LIFE website provides a wealth of information on the LIFE programme: 
http://ec.europa.eu/life/ 

Search the LIFE projects database  

 

For further information on LIFE projects in Luxembourg or LIFE projects in general, 
please consult the online LIFE projects database: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm 

 
This easy-to-use database is the authoritative source of information on all ongoing 
and completed LIFE projects. It also provides information on the beneficiaries, their 
contact details, and the projects’ websites. 

Search via social media: 
 

 twitter.com/LIFE_Programme / www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme / 

www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme 

Contact   

The National Contact Point for Luxembourg 

 

 Ministère du Développement durable et des Infrastructures 
   

Name:  Mrs. Nora ELVINGER / M. Gilles BIVER  
Address: 4, Place de l'Europe 

  L – 1499 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352 2478-6822  
E-mail: nora.elvinger@mev.etat.lu / gilles.biver@mev.etat.lu      
Website: http://www.environnement.public.lu/conserv_nature/dossiers/life/index.html 
 

 
 

 
 
 The Monitoring Team for Luxembourg 
 

 NEEMO EEIG – Prospect C&S 

 Address: Rue du Prince Royal, 83 
  B – 1050 Brussels 
 Tel:  +32 2 514 55 34 
 E-mail: prospect@neemo.eu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://twitter.com/LIFE_Programme
http://www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme
mailto:nora.elvinger@mev.etat.lu
mailto:gilles.biver@mev.etat.lu
http://www.environnement.public.lu/conserv_nature/dossiers/life/index.html
mailto:prospect@neemo.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
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Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

 

Development and validation of 
ecologically sustainable tyres 
through life cycle enhancing 
technologies (ECO2 Tyre Tech) 

LIFE09 
ENV_L_000390 

 

http://www.goodyear.eu/home_en/a
bout-goodyear/eco2-tyre-tech/ 

 

 

 
09/2010–> 03/2014 

Factory of the Future: 
Demonstration of the 
production of wood panels 
with near-zero environmental 
footprint (Factory of the 
Future) 

LIFE11 
ENV_L_000854 

 

http://www.kronospan.lu/fr/factoryo
fthefuture 

 

 
06/2012–> 12/2015 

Erection of a demonstrative 
de-oiling plant for recycling 
oily steelmaking sludge and 
mill scales (PLD) 

LIFE11 
ENV_L_000855 

 

http://pld-life.eu/ 

 
 09/2012–> 09/2015 

Demonstration and validation 
of Direct Injection of CNG in 
vehicle engines and its 
environmental benefits (LIFE 
DI-CNG) 

LIFE13 
ENV_LU_000460 

 

http://delphi.com/manufacturers/au
to/powertrain/alternative-fuel-

systems/direct-injection-
compressed-natural-gas-
injector/direct-injection-

compressed-natural-gas-injector-
information 

 

 

06/2014–> 05/2018 

 
 

Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Nature & Biodiversity projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

Contribution from local 
authorities to the 
implementation of NATURA 
2000 (NATURA 2000-
LUXEMBOURG) 

LIFE07 
NAT_L_000542 

http://www.sicona.lu/f/entrer/natura
_2000/main.htm 

 
 01/2009 –> 12/2013 

Restoration of Unio crassus 
rivers in the luxemburgish 
Ardennes (Resto-unio) 

LIFE11 
NAT_LU_000857 

http://www.unio.lu/ 

 
 

09/2012 –> 12/2018 

Restoration of wetlands and 
associated endangered species 
in the Eisleck Region (LIFE 
Eisleck) 

LIFE11 
NAT_L_000858 

http://life-eislek.eu/ 

 
 09/2012 –> 08/2017 

Conservation and 
management of species-rich 
grasslands by local authorities 
(Conservation and 
management of species-rich 
grasslands by local authorities) 

LIFE13 
NAT_LU_000068 

http://www.sicona.lu/ 

 
 

06/2014 –> 06/2019 

Restoration of calcareous 
grassland in eastern 
Luxembourg (Life Orchis) 

LIFE13 
NAT_LU_000782 

http://www.life-orchis.eu/ 

 

 
 

09/2014 –> 08/2019 

 

http://www.goodyear.eu/home_en/about-goodyear/eco2-tyre-tech/
http://www.goodyear.eu/home_en/about-goodyear/eco2-tyre-tech/
http://www.kronospan.lu/fr/factoryofthefuture
http://www.kronospan.lu/fr/factoryofthefuture
http://pld-life.eu/
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/alternative-fuel-systems/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector-information
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/alternative-fuel-systems/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector-information
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/alternative-fuel-systems/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector-information
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/alternative-fuel-systems/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector-information
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/alternative-fuel-systems/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector-information
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/alternative-fuel-systems/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector-information
http://delphi.com/manufacturers/auto/powertrain/alternative-fuel-systems/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector/direct-injection-compressed-natural-gas-injector-information
http://www.sicona.lu/f/entrer/natura_2000/main.htm
http://www.sicona.lu/f/entrer/natura_2000/main.htm
http://www.unio.lu/
http://life-eislek.eu/
http://www.sicona.lu/
http://www.life-orchis.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3662
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4184
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4185
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4982
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.createPage&s_ref=LIFE07 NAT/L/000542&area=1&yr=2007&n_proj_id=3373&cfid=16439996&cftoken=2e36c17-000970bf-7fa4-1468-b5d5-839b11f70000&mode=print&menu=false')
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4317
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4300
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5020
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4921

