
 

Last update: 23/11/16       European Commission-EASME (http://ec.europa.eu/life/) 
 –  Page 1  – 

 

 
 

 LIFE programme - Country Factsheet 

 

 SLOVAKIA 
 

 

 

 

Overview  

 
Since the launch of the LIFE programme by the European 

Commission in 1992, a total of 32 projects have been co-

financed in Slovakia. Of these, eight focus on environmental 

innovation, 22 on nature conservation and two on information 

and communication. These projects represent a total investment 

of €63 million, of which €33 million has been contributed by the 

EU.  

 

Since 2014, the traditional LIFE projects have been accompanied 

by a new sub-programme for Climate Action (focusing on 

Climate Change Mitigation, Climate Change Adaptation, and 

Climate Governance and Information). The LIFE programme has 

also been expanded to include several new types of projects - 

integrated, technical assistance, capacity-building and 

preparatory projects, and operating grants - as well as two new 

financial instruments, the Natural Capital Financing Facility 

(NCFF) and the Private Finance for Energy Efficiency (PF4EE) 

tool. For details, please visit the LIFE website (ec.europa.eu/life).  

 

Every year a call for project proposals is launched covering the LIFE 

programme’s priority areas. 

 

 

 

  

   

 This document provides an 

overview of LIFE in Slovakia.  

 

It showcases success stories 

and ongoing initiatives, 

indicates how to find further 

information on the projects 

and provides a list of recently 

closed/open projects in Annex. 
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LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency 
 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and 
integrated approaches to environmental challenges, as well as improving the related knowledge base. 

The LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency strand (formerly the LIFE Environment Policy and Governance 
component) has co-financed eight projects in Slovakia thus far, representing a total investment of €13 
million, of which €4 million has been provided by the EU.  

 
Completed projects addressed air quality management and noise abatement, hazardous waste, urban design, 
the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions (through innovation in biomass processing and heat production) 
and human health protection. They were implemented by small and medium-sized enterprises, NGOs and a 
research institute, and had durations of 21 to 60 months. 
 
There are two ongoing projects. Their objectives are, respectively, to reduce the negative impact of geological 
conditions on the health of the population of the Slovak Republic, and to reduce the risk of contamination of a 
key drinking water source in the ecosystem of the Krásnohorská Cave. The projects are both being 
implemented by the State Geological Institute of Dionyz Stur and have durations of 79 and 48 months. 
 

 Presented in the box below is an example of a successful LIFE Environment project in Slovakia. This was 
selected as one of the 25 Best LIFE Environment projects in 2013. 

Creative high efficient and effective use of biomass (CHEFUB) 
LIFE08 ENV/SK/000240 
 
 
The CHEFUB project combined several innovative approaches, encompassing both technical aspects 
related to the production and use of wood pellets, as well as the dissemination of project results and 
lessons.  

Technological improvements demonstrated by the project include: a new system for evaluating the 
quality of sawdust as an input raw material; new technology and software for the operational control 

of pellet production; the reconstruction of the monitoring system, allowing for the remote control of boiler rooms; the refitting 
of 20 boiler rooms so that they now run on biomass pellets; and the improvement of pellet supplies to smaller clients. 

 

Dissemination actions included: the creation of an information centre on the premises of the beneficiary BIOMASA; the use of a 
presentation vehicle for hands-on demonstrations on the use of pellets; two short videos; several brochures; and a book called 
"With pellets against climate change". Through the use of seminars, excursions, conferences, training and professional 
exhibitions, the beneficiary encouraged the involvement of younger people in the project. An annual Summer Biomass Camp 
was also established and proved to be particularly successful. As a result, the beneficiary intended to continue to run the 
summer camp after LIFE. All of the project deliverables and the key project indicators were fulfilled or exceeded earlier than 
expected. The production of pellets has reached the expected level of 12 000 tonnes/yr. The project has contributed to a 12 
248 tonnes/yr reduction of CO2 emissions, thanks to CO2 savings from pellet production, the reconstruction of the boiler rooms 
and to a reduction in travel by maintenance engineers, who can control the new systems remotely.  

 

The project also reduced water consumption in the project areas by more than 50% in comparison with 2008 levels. 
Furthermore, emissions, including dust, have been radically reduced in the workplace and the working environment significantly 
improved. The procedures and approaches applied by the beneficiary are now considered to be some of the most advanced in 
the sector. 

 

 

 

 

For further information: 
http://www.biomasa.sk/en/index.php/projekty/alie-zrealizovane-projekty/chefub 

http://www.biomasa.sk/en/index.php/projekty/alie-zrealizovane-projekty/chefub
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LIFE Nature and Biodiversity 
 

 

This LIFE priority area is aimed at developing, testing and demonstrating best practices, solutions and integrated 
approaches to contribute to the development and implementation of nature and biodiversity policy and legislation, 
as well as improving the related knowledge base. 

To date, the LIFE Nature and Biodiversity component has co-financed 22 projects in Slovakia. These represent a 
total investment of €47 million, of which €28 million has been contributed by the EU. 

Completed projects mainly addressed the conservation, management and restoration of habitats - notably the Súr 
Fen Nature Reserve, the Danube floodplain forests, the Slovenský Raj National Park, and the Záhorie lowland and 
military training area. They also aimed to promote the conservation of bird species - notably the imperial Eagle and 
the great bustard. NGOs and national authorities were the typical project beneficiaries. The project durations ranged 
between 43 and 60 months. 

There are 11 ongoing projects under the LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity component. These are focused on the 
conservation of habitats (wetlands, sand dunes, salt marshes and Natura 2000 sites in the cross-border Bratislava 
capital region, river ecosystems in southern Slovakia, as well as nesting and feeding habitats of the sand martin, 
kingfisher and European bee-eater in the Danube-Morava region) and species (endangered bird species in the 
Danube inland delta, the root vole, the bittern, ferruginous duck, the common tern, bats, and the lesser spotted 
eagle). One project will tackle the prevention of bird collisions with electrical power lines through the installation of 
bird flight diverters, the restoration of windbreaks and other measures. These ongoing projects are being 
implemented by NGOs and have durations of 48 to 72 months. 

Presented in the box below is an example of a successful LIFE Nature project in Slovakia. 

Restoration and Management of Sand Dunes Habitats in Zahorie 
Military Training Area(ZAHORIE SANDS) 
LIFE06 NAT/SK/000115 
 
 
Numerous restoration and management measures were implemented during the ZAHORIE SANDS project (2006 - 
2011). These focused on the restoration of sand dunes and dry heaths, and on improving habitat conditions for 
threatened plant and animal species. The project made an important contribution to the development of the Natura 
2000 network in Slovakia, providing direct environmental benefits for the targeted habitats and species. Botanical and 
zoological inventories were completed for all project sites, with the results forming the basis for the elaboration of site 

management plans. A database and a review of best practices on sand dunes and dry heaths were also developed.  
 
The habitats of open sand dunes and dry heaths were restored on a total area of almost 500 ha at three sites of community importance within the 
project area. On a further 200 ha, the ecological conditions of these habitats was substantially improved. Therefore, the main goal of the project - 
improvement of the conservation status at three sites of community importance and of the habitats and species targeted - was reached at all project 
sites due to the management works implemented. 
 
Another restoration measure - sod cutting - was implemented on more than 170 ha. The purpose of this was to enable the development of natural 
sand dune pioneer vegetation on areas of open bare sand, which in turn improves conditions for invertebrate sand specialists (e.g. antlions). It also 
created fire protection belts, as large areas of bare sand functions as an efficient barrier against the spreading of forest fires. 
Controlled burning was carried out on 218 ha to enhance the development of the native vegetation of sand dunes and dry heaths. This measure was 
focused on promoting the regeneration of the heather, Calluna vulgaris, and some other target species. The controlled burning was done exclusively 
during the winter, to prevent any unnecessary damage to wildlife and also for safety reasons. 
 
Increased public awareness about sand dune conservation in the Zahorie military training areas was achieved through the installation of eight 
signposts in the project areas, media appearances and the publishing of educational material. The project also disseminated its findings 
internationally, with presentations at 14 international conferences. This activity enabled the project team to establish contacts with representatives 
of defence ministries from several European countries interested in nature conservation. The project also built capacity among the implementing 
organisations, a key factor in carrying the project’s objectives forward post-LIFE. 
 
The involvement of the Ministry of Defence in the implementation of a large-scale nature conservation project on military lands was the first such 
project of its kind in Slovakia, and marked a timely innovation. Two pieces of new legislation were being prepared in Slovakia – a new law on military 
districts and one on nature protection. The beneficiary and partners had representatives in the working teams preparing the new laws, so lessons 
from the project could be incorporated into this new legislation. 
 
 

For further information: 
http://www.sands.broz.sk/zahorie/en/life-project.html 

http://www.sands.broz.sk/zahorie/en/life-project.html
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LIFE Environmental Governance and Information  
 

This priority area is aimed at raising awareness of environmental matters, supporting the communication, 
management and dissemination of environmental information, and promoting better environmental 
governance by broadening stakeholder involvement. 

To date, this strand (formerly the LIFE+ Information and Communication component) has co-financed two 
projects in Slovakia. This represents a total investment of €2.5 million, of which €1.2 million was provided by 
the EU. The project duration is of 48 months. The beneficiaries are the Water Research Institute and the NGO 
BIOMASA. 

One project has closed end of 2013. It focused on improving the efficiency of water use practices in Slovakia, 
and on reducing pollution. The results are described in the box below. 
 
The other project is ongoing (until August 2017). Its objective is to promote the use of biomass and solar 
energy for heating buildings and water.  

 

Enhancement of Public Awareness of the Importance of Water for Life, its 
Protection and Sustainable Use in Accordance with the Water Framework 
Directive (WATLIFE) 
LIFE08 INF/SK/000243 
 
 
The WATLIFE project strategy included several dissemination approaches within a wider awareness 
and education campaign that focused primarily on children and young people (kindergartens, primary 

and secondary schools, and the teachers). It involved water managers, mayors, regional and local authorities, farmers and the 
general public. 

 

In addition to media presentations, handbooks, leaflets, seminars, workshops and special events, the project also pioneered 
several innovative methods. For pre-school children (along with their kindergarten teachers and parents), the project produced 
a picture book that introduces water issues in a simple way. A competition was run for primary schools, and schools and the 
general public in 12 cities were offered the opportunity to visit an interactive exhibition. These initiatives were supported by 
the Slovak education ministry. The direct engagement of teachers helped to ensure the continuation of the project actions 
beyond the duration of LIFE funding.  

 

The project held high-level seminars and workshops for water managers to encourage the exchange of best practices and 
increase support for the effective introduction of the Water Framework Directive and the related Slovak Water Act. The general 
public was reached through media presentations, the project websites, TV coverage, a short film, posters, interactive 
exhibitions and other special events. The coordinating beneficiary estimated that the main campaign reached around 573 300 
people, or more than 10% of the population. 

 

Although end-of-project surveys did not show a significant change in behaviour (except for increased recognition of the Water 
Framework Directive), the project’s focus on young people points to positive change in the longer term. Also, project materials 
and approaches can continue to be used or replicated. Moreover, handbooks for primary and secondary schools produced by 
the project were recognised by the ministry of education, suggesting that they would be used as an additional educational 
resource in Slovakian schools.  
 
 
 
 
For more information: 
http://www.vodajezivot.sk/ 

 

 

 

http://www.vodajezivot.sk/
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Find out more about LIFE and LIFE projects 
 

Surf on the LIFE website 

 

The LIFE website provides a wealth of information on the LIFE programme: 
http://ec.europa.eu/life/ 

Search the LIFE projects database  

 

For further information on LIFE projects in Slovakia or LIFE projects in general, 
please consult the online LIFE projects database: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm 

 
This easy-to-use database is the authoritative source of information on all ongoing 
and completed LIFE projects. It also provides information on the beneficiaries, their 
contact details, and the projects’ websites. 

Search via social media: 
 

 twitter.com/LIFE_Programme / www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme / 

www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme 

Contact   

The National Contact Point for Slovakia 

 

Ministry of Environment, Directorate of Environmental Programs and Projects 
Department of Technical Assistance and Transnational Cooperation Programs 

  
   

Name:  Ms. Karin OČENÁŠOVÁ 
  Ms. Jana DZURŇÁKOVÁ, Substitute member 
Address: Namestie L. Stura 1 
  SK - 812 35 Bratislava 
Tel: +421 2 5956 2621 
 +421 2 59562405 
E-mail: karin.ocenasova@enviro.gov.sk 
  jana.dzurnakova@enviro.gov.sk 
Website: 
http://www.minzp.sk/eu/moznosti-financovania-projektov/projekty-so-zahranicnou-pomocou/life/ 

 
 

 

 
 The Monitoring Team for Slovakia 
 

 NEEMO EEIG – ILE 

 Address: Rügy u.5 
  HU - 2000 Szentendre 
 Tel:  +3626 90451 
 E-mail: ile@neemo.eu 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://twitter.com/LIFE_Programme
http://www.facebook.com/LIFE.programme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/life_programme
mailto:karin.ocenasova@enviro.gov.sk
mailto:jana.dzurnakova@enviro.gov.sk
http://www.minzp.sk/eu/moznosti-financovania-projektov/projekty-so-zahranicnou-pomocou/life/
mailto:ile@neemo.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/life/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
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Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

 

Creative high efficient and 
effective use of biomass 
(CHEFUB) 

LIFE08 
ENV_SK_000240 

http://www.biomasa.sk 

 
 

01/2010–> 12/2012 

The impact of geological 
environment on health status 
of residents of the Slovak 
Republic (Geohealth) 

LIFE10 
ENV_SK_000086 

http://www.geology.sk/geohealth 

 
 09/2011–> 08/2015 

Revitalisation of the climate in 
dried-out communities in 
Eastern Slovakia via hydro-
climate recovery (Hydro-
climate recovery) 

LIFE11 
ENV_SK_001019 

http://www.ludiaavoda.sk/51-
sk/projekt-life/ 

 
 08/2012–> 09/2015 

Implementation of sustainable 
groundwater use in the 
underground karst system of 
the Krásnohorská jaskyňa 
Cave (KRASCAVE) 

LIFE11 
ENV_SK_001023 

http://www.geology.sk/krascave 

 
 06/2012–> 09/2017 

Elimination of negative 
impacts of geological 
component of environment on 
the health status of population 
in Krupina district (Life for 
Krupina) 

LIFE12 
ENV_SK_000094 

http://www.geology.sk/lifeforkrupin
a/ 

 
 

10/2013–> 09/2017 

 

Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Nature & Biodiversity projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

Conservation of Endangered 
Bird Species Populations in 
Natural Habitats of the 
Danube Inland Delta (Danube 
birds conservation) 

LIFE07 
NAT_SK_000707 

http://www.dunaj.broz.sk/vtaky/ 

 01/2009 –> 06/2013 

Conservation of root vole 
*Microtus oeconomus mehelyi 
(Microtus) 

LIFE08  
NAT_SK_000239 

 

http://www.dunaj.broz.sk/microtus 

 
 

01/2010 –> 12/2015 

Conservation of Botarus 
stellaris and Aythya nyroca in 
SPA Medzibodrozie in Slovakia 
(AYBOTCON) 

LIFE09  
NAT_SK_000395 

http://www.medzibodrozie.vtaky.sk/ 

 01/2011 –> 12/2015 

Conservation of Aquila 
pomarina in Slovakia 
(APOMARINA_SK) 

LIFE09  
NAT_SK_000396 

http://www.medzibodrozie.vtaky.sk/ 

 
01/2010 –> 12/2015 

Protection of Common Swift 
(Apus apus) and bats in 
buldings in Slovakia 
(BIODIV)(APUS & NYCTALUS) 

LIFE10  
NAT_SK_000079 

http://www.dazdovniky.vtaky.sk 

 
 01/2012 –> 12/2015 

Restoration of Natura 2000 
sites in cross-border Bratislava 
capital region(Natura 2000 
BA) 

LIFE10  
NAT_SK_000080 

http://www.broz.sk/natura2000ba 

 
 01/2012 –> 03/2017 

Restoration of endemic 
pannonic salt marshes and 
sand dunes in Southern 

LIFE10  
NAT_SK_000083 

http://www.daphne.sk/pannonics 

 
 

09/2011 –> 12/2016 

http://www.biomasa.sk/
http://www.geology.sk/geohealth
http://www.ludiaavoda.sk/51-sk/projekt-life/
http://www.ludiaavoda.sk/51-sk/projekt-life/
http://www.geology.sk/krascave
http://www.geology.sk/lifeforkrupina/
http://www.geology.sk/lifeforkrupina/
http://www.dunaj.broz.sk/vtaky/
http://www.dunaj.broz.sk/microtus
http://www.medzibodrozie.vtaky.sk/
http://www.medzibodrozie.vtaky.sk/
http://www.dazdovniky.vtaky.sk/
http://www.broz.sk/natura2000ba
http://www.daphne.sk/pannonics
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.createPage&s_ref=LIFE08 ENV/SK/000240&area=2&yr=2008&n_proj_id=3427&cfid=16439996&cftoken=2e36c17-000970bf-7fa4-1468-b5d5-839b11f70000&mode=print&menu=false')
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3982
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4198
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4190
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4773
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.createPage&s_ref=LIFE07 NAT/SK/000707&area=1&yr=2007&n_proj_id=3355&cfid=16439996&cftoken=2e36c17-000970bf-7fa4-1468-b5d5-839b11f70000&mode=print&menu=false')
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.createPage&s_ref=LIFE08 NAT/SK/000239&area=1&yr=2008&n_proj_id=3558&cfid=16439996&cftoken=2e36c17-000970bf-7fa4-1468-b5d5-839b11f70000&mode=print&menu=false')
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3824
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3827
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4046
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4099
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4087
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Slovakia (PANNONICSK)  

Integrated management of 

river ecosystems in southern 

Slovakia (LIFE 

RIVERMANAGEMENT) 

LIFE12  
NAT_SK_000488 

http://www.podunajsko.sk/ 

 
 10/2013 –> 09/2018 

Restoration of nesting and 

feeding habitats of Sand 

Martin, Kingfisher and 

European Bee-eater in 

Danube-Morava region (LIFE 

BeeSandFish) 

LIFE12  
NAT_SK_001137 

http://broz.sk/BeeSandFish 

 
 

01/2014–> 12/2018 

Conservation of birds in the 

SPA Ostrovné lúky (LIFE - 

Ostrovné lúky) 

LIFE12  
NAT_SK_001155 

http://broz.sk/chvu-ostrovne-luky 

 
 

07/2012 –> 06/2017 

Energy in the land - power 

lines and conservation of 

priority bird species in Natura 

2000 sites (LIFE ENERGY) 

LIFE13  
NAT_SK_001272 

http://www.lifeenergia.sk 

 
 09/2014 –> 12/2019 

Restoration and 

management of Danube 

floodplain habitats (LIFE 

Danube floodplains) 

LIFE14  
NAT_SK_001306 

 

http://www.broz.sk/projektove-

aktivity-a-predpokladane-

vysledky-aktivit/en 

 

 08/2015 –> 01/2022 

Wetland habitat restoration 

and bird protection of Poiplie, 

Horna Orava and Senianske 

rybniky SPAs in Slovakia (LIFE 

IPORSEN) 

LIFE15  
NAT_SK_000861 

 

N/A 
 05/2017 –> 04/2022 

 

  

http://www.podunajsko.sk/
http://broz.sk/BeeSandFish
http://broz.sk/chvu-ostrovne-luky
http://www.lifeenergia.sk/
http://www.broz.sk/projektove-aktivity-a-predpokladane-vysledky-aktivit/en
http://www.broz.sk/projektove-aktivity-a-predpokladane-vysledky-aktivit/en
http://www.broz.sk/projektove-aktivity-a-predpokladane-vysledky-aktivit/en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4772
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4775
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4776
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5034
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5341
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5856
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Recently closed and ongoing LIFE Environmental Governance and Information projects 

Project Title Project Number Website Click on the icon to 
read the project 

summary 

Project duration 

Enhancement of Public 
Awareness of the Importance 
of Water for Life, its Protection 
and Sustainable  (WATLIFE) 

LIFE08 
INF_SK_000243 

http://www.vuvh.sk/index.php/sk_SK
/projekt-life/zakladne-informacie-

o-programe-life  01/2010 –> 12/2013 

Strategic manage and 
planning use of domestic 
energy (SMAPUDE_LIFE) 

LIFE12 
INF_SK_000165 

http://www.biomasa.sk 

 
 

09/2013 –> 08/2016 

 

http://www.vuvh.sk/index.php/sk_SK/projekt-life/zakladne-informacie-o-programe-life
http://www.vuvh.sk/index.php/sk_SK/projekt-life/zakladne-informacie-o-programe-life
http://www.vuvh.sk/index.php/sk_SK/projekt-life/zakladne-informacie-o-programe-life
http://www.biomasa.sk/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.createPage&s_ref=LIFE08 INF/SK/000243&area=7&yr=2008&n_proj_id=3503&cfid=114881&cftoken=712fc24ce1ddd8d0-8AD09222-CDDE-CC11-73E4A94A8D8B37AB&mode=print&menu=false
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4774

